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With Heavy Rotation, Roger Hanschel is pursuing a long-term project. Among other things, it is about enlarging the area that his music’s tributaries feed into. The larger of these tributaries are as follows: firstly, contemporary jazz with its tonal, expressive and compositional riches, as it has developed in the circle of the Kölner Saxophone Mafia or in the duo Hasler Hanschel; secondly, the concentration on the sound and phrasing that Hanschel has cultivated in his solo projects and with the trio Triosphere; and thirdly, contemporary chamber music, whose horizons he has gauged with the contemporary quartet Ensemble Modern in Frankfurt.

The project consists of dealing with apparently diametrically opposed ways of expression in such a way that they don’t drown each other out or interfere with each other, but rather enrich each other and, one has to think of this, mutually give each other discipline. Heavy Rotation accommodates everything in one space: the sounds of the guitarist and the art of phrasing and articulation of the saxophone player, the multi-lingual, tonally intensive sophistication of the rhythm section, jazz techniques and minimal persistence, con arco techniques and swinging, marching pizzicati, tonally sensuous drum work, lush solo line playing and musical content serving the group. An ideal space for chamber music. Here, fresh, illuminated clarity dominates. The doors are open, the music rotates with energy from the spirit of rock, enlightened by contemporary jazz, formed by compositional intelligence at the height of the times. The chamber of this music has an astounding expansiveness.

Hans-Jürgen Linke

ROGER HANSCHEL

After receiving a music education at a young age, Roger Hanschel began to play the saxophone at the age of 11.  Early, then, he got in touch with jazz and improvised music and at 14 founded his first group in which he was able to realize his musical visions.

From 1981 to 1987 he studied the saxophone at the conservatory in Cologne, Germany.

There he founded the group “NANA” in 1983 with Hans Lüdemann (piano), Rainer Linke (bass), Klaus Mages (drums) and worked intensively with them until 1988.  Later the “NANA ORCHESTER” was added to it.  Since this time composing has become an emphasis of his work, next to playing the saxophone. From that point composing is one major part of his work. Hanschel composes far from the mainstream and at the height of the times like few others .... Hanschel exemplifies the same intelligent-integrative agility as a performing musician on the saxophone as he does as a composer. What first catches the attention is the lightness with which Hanschel succeeds in melding the sound of his saxophone with, for example the so homogenous sound of a string quartet, or the voice of Gabriele Hasler, depending on the sitiuation he is playing in.  It is a matter here of a way of playing that is more similar to a classical musician of the French school than to a North American saxophone player.Meanwhile, his compositions have appeared on 26 CDs.For three months in 1986 he studied at the “School for Fine Arts” in Banff, Canada with Dave Liebmann, Dave Holland, Richie Beirach, and others.Since 1987 Roger Hanschel has been a member of the “KÖLNER SAXOPHON MAFIA.”

With them he has traveled through many parts of the world: there were week-long tours of USA and Canada, India, Pakistan, East Africa, West Africa, China, Portugal and Spain, East Germany.  In addition to nearly all important national jazz festivals— Berliner Jazztage, Jazzfestival Frankfurt, Jazz Ost-West Nürnberg, Jazzfestival Burghausen, Leverkusener Jazztage, and others—there were also concerts at important festivals the whole world over, in Vancouver, Montreal, Stockholm, Oslo, Glasgow, Istanbul, Zurich, Willisau, Graz, Wiesen, Barcelona, Shanghai, New Delhi, Bombay and others.  Furthermore, there have been countless radio broadcasts of live concerts, composition contracts, encounters with other groups and musicians.  With the “KÖLNER SAXOPHON MAFIA” Roger Hanschel has received four German Record Prizes as well as the SWR (Southern German Radio) Jazz Prize in 1999. In addition to these intensive tasks, he continued working with Hans Lüdemann and Rainer Linke until 1993.  From “NANA” the group “BLAU FRONTAL” emerged.  This group published 2 CDs between 1989 and 1993, one a trio and one in cooperation with Mark Feldmann and Hank Roberts. In 1994 Hanschel founded the group “PLANET BLOW” along with LU HÜBSCH (tuba) and JÖRN SCHIPPER (drums) with whom he toured intensively until 1999.  Two CDs record this work.  After a tour of India, “PLANET BLOW” played many concerts with the Asian-Indian singer SANDHYA SANJANA. In a duo with the singer GABRIELE HASLER, he set texts from Gertrude Stein to music and regularly performed in concert with her.  four more CD’s came out since than. Winner of the Ensemble-competion „Jazz arts 2003“. In addition from 1994 to 1998 he worked a lot in a duo with the Dutch cellist ERNST REIJSEGER. He became a member of the STEFFEN SCHORN SEPTET in 1998. In 1999 he played with GABRIELE HASLER‘S PERSONAL NEWS (Claudio Puntin, clarinet, Christoph Thewes, trombone).  In the same year he played in the KLAUS KÖNIG ORCHESTRA and has performed in the newest production (2003). In January 1998 he produced his music for saxophone and string quartet with the title “years of the fifth period.”  For this project he won the support of the Frankfurt contemporary quartet, the ENSEMBLE MODERN.  The CD of the same name appeared in January 2000.

He also performed “years of the fifth period” with the AURYN QUARTET while on a three-week tour of South America under the auspices of the Goethe Institute in September 2001. In 2000, along with STEFFEN SCHORN and DIRK MÜNDELEIN, he founded the trio TRIOSPHERE, which will present its first CD in the beginning of 2004. Winner  of the Ensemble-competition „Jazz art 2003“. Price of the german record critics. 2006 was the starting year of the new Quartet Roger Hanschels Heavy Rotation (Markus Segschneider, Dietmar Fuhr, Daniel Schröteler). Since three years he can be heard in soloconcerts again. 
CURRENT ENSEMBLES / PROJECTS:
Roger Hanschels Heavy Rotation

Roger Hanschel & Auryn Quartett

Kölner Saxophon Mafia

Duo  Hasler  Hanschel

Roger Hanschel SOLO

Steffen Schorn Septett

DISCOGRAPHIE:
NANA:

„Über Leben“, JazzHausMusik 1984

„Schwarze NANA“ JHM 1085

KÖLNER SAXOPHON MAFIA:

„Baboma“, JHM CD 33, 1988                                                                          

„Saxfiguren“, JHM CD 36, 1989                                                                 

„proudly presents“, JHM CD 46, 1990                                                              

 „Mafia Years 82-86“, JHM CD 58, 1991                                             

„go commercial“, JHM CD 65, 1993                                        

„place for lovers“, JHM CD 82, 1996

„licence to thrill“, JHM CD 100, 1999

„20 Jahre saxuelle Befreiung“, JHM 115, 2001

„spaceplayer“, JHM 130, 2004

„Nur nicht aus Liebe weinen“. JHM 160, 2008

SOLO

„Stadtgarten series Vol. 1“JHM 1001 SER, 1989

BLAU FRONTAL:

„blau frontal“, JHM CD 37, 1989

„bad times roll“, JHM CD 61, 1993 mit MARK FELDMAN und HANK ROBERTS

„Stadtgarten series Vol. 5“ JHM 1005 SER, 1991

PLANET BLOW:

„Alien lunatic“, JHM CD 71, 1995

„chill“ , JHM CD 87, 1997

DUO HASLER  HANSCHEL:

„go in green“, JHM CD 73, 1995

„pigeon“, JHM CD 120, 2002

„Lovesongs“ FM 211003, 2003

„frösche und teebeutel“ mit Oskar Pastior, Foolish Music 211006, 2006

„CantaRhei“, Foolish Music 211 007, 2007

ROGER HANSCHEL & FRANKFURT CONTEMPORARY QUARTET

„years of the fifth period“ VIRGIN CLASSICS  2000

KLAUS KÖNIG ORCHESTRA 

„Songs and Solos“ ENJ-9391 2, 2000

„Black Moments“ENJ-9428 2, 2002

ORNAMENTS OF LIGHT AND SOUND

„Ornaments of light and sound“ shaa-music 1011-0602, 2002

„Cathedrals“  shaa-music 1015-0403,2003

TRIOSPHERE

„Triosphere“, Jazz’n’Arts Records 2304, 2004

ROGER HANSCHELS HEAVY ROTATION

Shaa music, 1019-0607, 2007
„Vin“, Jazzsick Records, 5032 JS,2009

Styr

„Styr“, Foolish Music 211 008, 2008

Liquid Missiles  11:34


Vin (Part I)  08:40


Extrembiose  07:58


Vin (Part II)  02:02


Warming Up  12:47


Eigenheiten I  09:35


Waiting  05:39


Vin (Part III)  05:05





Total Time


[ 63:31 ] 
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